[Diagnostic value of CK-MB for the determination of perioperative infarct in coronary artery bypass operation].
To assess the diagnostic value of CK-MB determinations after CABG surgery to detect or exclude perioperative myocardial infarction, 228 consecutive patients were studied with serial ECGs, as well as pre- and postoperative left heart catheterization and thallium-201-scintigraphy. CK-MB values above or below 100 U/l had a sensitivity and specificity of 73% each. There was a linear correlation between CK-MB values and total ischemic time. Thus, an increasing amount of myocardium is lost with each additional minute of ischemia despite today's methods of myocardial protection. Due to its low diagnostic accuracy CK-MB seems not to be very helpful for the diagnosis of perioperative myocardial infarction.